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Professional Profile
Michael Ross is a highly skilled fundraising professional with over 45 years of experience in proposal writing, event coordination, budgeting, sponsor engagement, and stakeholder communications. With a proven ability to secure funding for both for-profit and not-for-profit organizations, Michael excels at identifying potential sponsors, crafting compelling proposals, and building meaningful partnerships. Known for his strategic approach and attention to detail, Michael has successfully planned and executed high-impact fundraising events while leveraging a variety of software platforms to maximize efficiency and results. His collaborative mindset and exceptional communication skills make him a trusted partner in achieving organizational goals.

Core Competencies
· Proposal Development & Grant Writing: Expert in crafting persuasive proposals and grant applications that secure significant funding.

· Fundraising Event Management: Skilled at planning and executing high-profile events, from gala dinners to community fundraisers.

· Budgeting & Financial Oversight: Adept at managing budgets ranging from $5,000 to multi-million-dollar campaigns.

· Sponsor & Stakeholder Engagement: Proven ability to build and maintain relationships with sponsors, donors, and community partners.

· Strategic Communications: Experienced in creating impactful marketing materials, media kits, and donor outreach campaigns.

· Donor Prospecting & Cultivation: Skilled in identifying potential sponsors and nurturing long-term partnerships.

· Software Proficiency: Advanced knowledge of CRM tools, fundraising platforms, and project management software.

Professional Experience
Grant Writer & Fundraiser
Freelance Projects
January 2011 – November 2024
· Secured millions in funding for not-for-profit organizations through in-depth research and expertly written grant proposals.

· Planned and executed diverse fundraising events, including gala dinners, auctions, and charity walks, achieving or exceeding fundraising targets.

· Developed donor-centric marketing materials, including brochures, sponsorship proposals, and follow-up reports to maintain transparency and trust.

· Identified potential donors and sponsors, conducting outreach and cultivating relationships to expand funding sources.

C&U Seminars – Advocacy & NGO Management
Advocacy & Fundraising Leader
January 2018 – November 2024
· Designed and implemented international advocacy campaigns, securing significant program funding through stakeholder collaboration.

· Managed comprehensive event logistics for fundraising initiatives, including vendor coordination, marketing, and on-site operations.

· Collaborated with board members, sponsors, and community organizations to align funding strategies with organizational priorities.

MCR Public Affairs & Advocacy
Public Affairs & Fundraising Manager
January 1991 – December 2022
· Directed fundraising campaigns across 23 U.S. states, building relationships with sponsors and donors to support advocacy initiatives.

· Wrote grant proposals and sponsorship packages that resulted in multi-million-dollar contributions from private and corporate donors.

· Coordinated "Lobbying Day" events and stakeholder roundtables, leveraging them to build donor trust and secure financial support.

The California Index
Economic Analyst & Fundraiser
November 2007 – August 2017
· Analyzed economic data to identify funding opportunities aligned with legislative and corporate priorities.

· Drafted proposals and developed donor engagement strategies to support public policy initiatives.

Content Creator & Strategist
Freelance Projects
March 2008 – December 2023
· Produced marketing content, including donor outreach campaigns and sponsorship materials, to support fundraising efforts.

· Designed digital content strategies to engage potential donors and build brand awareness for nonprofit organizations.

Key Achievements
· Secured over $10 million in funding for various organizations through successful grant proposals and sponsorship agreements.

· Planned and executed a fundraising gala attended by 500+ donors, raising 120% of the campaign goal.

· Created a comprehensive media kit for a nonprofit initiative, leading to increased sponsor participation and event visibility.

· Identified and cultivated relationships with high-value donors, resulting in multi-year contributions to key programs.

· Streamlined donor management processes using CRM tools, improving communication and retention rates by 25%.

Education
· Bachelor of Science (BS)
· Teaching Credential
· Juris Doctor (JD)
Special Skills
· Fundraising Platforms: Proficient in DonorPerfect, Raiser’s Edge, and Salesforce.

· Event Planning Software: Expertise in Eventbrite, Cvent, and Trello for event coordination.

· Marketing Tools: Skilled in Canva, Mailchimp, and social media platforms for promotional campaigns.

· Writing & Editing: Experienced in creating grant proposals, sponsorship packages, and marketing collateral.

· Budgeting & Reporting: Adept at financial oversight and compliance with funding regulations.

· Public Speaking & Presentation: Skilled at delivering compelling pitches to donors and stakeholders. 
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